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Wood Thrush (Hylocichla mustelina)    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 
Landscape -community Combinations of Highest Ecological Priority  

Ecological Landscape Community 
Central Lake Michigan Coastal Great Lakes Ridge and Swale 
Central Lake Michigan Coastal Southern dry-mesic forest 
Central Lake Michigan Coastal Southern mesic forest 
Central Sand Hills Southern dry forest 
Central Sand Hills Southern dry-mesic forest 
Central Sand Plains Floodplain forest 
Central Sand Plains Southern dry-mesic forest 
Central Sand Plains Southern mesic forest 
Forest Transition Northern mesic forest 
North Central Forest Northern mesic forest 
Northern Lake Michigan Coastal Great Lakes Ridge and Swale 
Northern Lake Michigan Coastal Northern mesic forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Floodplain forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Oak woodland 
Southeast Glacial Plains Southern dry forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Southern dry-mesic forest 
Southeast Glacial Plains Southern mesic forest 
Southern Lake Michigan Coastal Southern dry-mesic forest 
Southern Lake Michigan Coastal Southern mesic forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Floodplain forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Oak woodland 
Western Coulee and Ridges Southern dry forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Southern dry-mesic forest 
Western Coulee and Ridges Southern mesic forest 
Western Prairie Southern dry-mesic forest 
Western Prairie Southern mesic forest 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Species Assessment Scores* 
 
 

State rarity: 2 

State threats: 3 

State population trend: 2 

Global abundance: 2 

Global distribution: 4 

Global threats: 4 

Global population trend: 4 

Mean Risk Score: 3 

Area of importance: 3 
* Please see the Description of Vertebrate Species 

Summaries (Section 3.1.1) for definitions of 
criteria and scores. 

 

Ecological Landscape Associations 
Please note that this is not a range map. Shading 
does not imply that the species is present throughout 
the Landscape, but represents the probability that the 
species occurs somewhere in the Landscape. 
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Threats and Issues 
• Continued loss and fragmentation of forest habitat south of the tension zone. 
• Brown-headed Cowbird parasitism and high nest predation increase in forests fragmented by roads, 

houses, utility lines, etc. 
• Invasive plants are replacing native shrubs used for nesting. 
• Wood Thrushes are threatened by increased rates of tropical deforestation and lack of stopover habitat 

along migration routes. 
 
Priority Conservation Actions  
• Wood Thrushes tend to be forest generalists and benefit from maintaining large blocks of 

unfragmented forests with ample canopy gaps, and/or dense shrub/sapling patches.   
• Work to provide private landowners with professional forest management assistance in large areas of 

forested private lands. 
• Maintain ample migratory stopover habitat in highly developed areas for this and many other 

Neotropical migrants. 
• Provide incentives for conserving large tracts of forest from development in key Important Bird 

Areas. 
• Look for strong partnerships on wintering grounds in Central and South America to conserve this and 

all other Neotropical migrants.




